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Module Aims

To study the legal and social constructions of guilt and innocence;
To explore the problematic nature of “facts” and “truth” in constructions of guilt and
innocence;
To study the construction of guilt and innocence by different types of actor: accusers,
accused, adjudicators, the media, researchers, and the public;
To study a selection of cases which have gone to criminal trial.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills
KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills
KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills
KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy
KS5 Information management skills
KS6 Research skills
KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills
KS8 Career management skills
KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)
KS10 Numeracy
At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
Critically appraise the different categories of guilt and | KS1 KS5
1 innocence that are found in social and legal domains;
KS4 KS6
Identify and appraise the strategies typically used by KS1 KS5
> prosecution and defence in constructing guilt and
innocence; KS4 KS6
Analyse the sociological dimensions of criminal cases | KS1 KS5
3 and trials;
KS4 KS6
Describe and critically evaluate the content and KS1 KS5
4 results of a number of high profile criminal cases.
KS4 KS6

Transferable/key skills and other attributes

Identify strategies of social/legal action;

Evaluate evidence, and formulate a conclusion based on this;
Prepare written analyses

Develop and orally deliver arguments;

Conduct documentary searches.
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Derogations

None

Assessment:

Essay: Students to complete essay that demonstrates a critical understanding of how guilt
and innocence is constructed through the criminal justice process

Learning Word count
Assessment Weighting | Duration (or
Outcomes | Type of assessment : . .
number (%) (if exam) equivalent if
to be met i
appropriate)
1 1-4 Essay 100% 4,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The module will use a variety of teaching and learning strategies, including lectures, seminars
and discussion and the use of Moodle..

Syllabus outline:

The requisites for assigning guilt;

“Facts,” disputes and visibility in legal cases;

Strategies for constructing guilt: evidence, confessions and guilty pleas;

Social capital, criminal defence, innocence projects;

Judging guilt and innocence. Credibility;

Advocates and oratory;

Images of guilt and innocence in the media and literature;

Strategies for constructing innocence: insanity, immaturity, accounts, techniques of
neutralisation.
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